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Welcome to our first newsletter for the 2025/2026 academic year! 

This year has already started with a bang, as CET turned ten years old! Back in 2015, I took
a leap into the unknown as I, along with many key partners, started this multi-academy trust, with three
schools. Today, we are a thriving network of 17 schools and I took back with pride at how much impact
we have had for young people throughout Cumbria. 

Further down this newsletter, you will find a link to our CET Ten Year Impact Report – a highlighted
document of achievements we have collectively made over the years. With key partners - such as both
local authorities, University of Cumbria (UoC), Ambition Institute and One World to name a few – we
have managed to give thousands of young people a positive start in life. 

To celebrate, we held our CET@10 event at The Garden at Eden, to look back over the past ten years
and also forward to the next ten. You can read all about that further down too. 

In other news across the Trust, I am thrilled to announce that Des Bird, Director of Secondary
Improvement, has been appointed as a Regional Director for RISE – Behaviour and Attendance. Des has
worked hard with our schools to improve behaviour and attendance and he will now be instrumental in
helping other schools too. Workington Academy has also been named as a Lead School in this project. 

In September, we welcomed our 2025/2026 Initial Teacher Training (ITT) trainees, as they start their
careers in teaching. It was wonderful to meet them and I am excited to see their growth in the world of
education, with the help of our fantastic mentors. 

To finish, I must express my delight in the outcome of the Golden Apple Awards 2025 – where we won
four awards on the night, including both of the Best School awards! Congratulations to William Howard
School for ‘Best Secondary School’, Longtown Primary School for ‘Best Primary School’, Andy Smith (The
Whitehaven Academy) for ‘Best Support Staff’ and Carla Taylor (Petteril Bank School) for ‘Best Early
Years Provider’.

Thank you to all of the staff who have made the start of term such a positive one. I hope you have an
enjoyable half term. 

Lorrayne Hughes OBE, 
Chief Executive
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Follow Us

Stay up to date with CET by following us on
social media. Click on the icons to connect!
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September 2025 signals ten years since CET was established – and what a decade it has been
for the Trust. Starting with just three schools, the Trust now has twelve primary schools and
five secondary schools. From Brampton to Kendal, the Trust’s community spreads far and
wide across Cumbria with over 6,500 pupils, 1000 staff and 150 governors.

CET has always had one key focus – that every decision made is for the benefit of our pupils. It
has been a journey of school improvement, staff development, pupil enrichment and
community building. We have had many accolades over the past ten years with numerous
school, student and staff awards – recognising the dedication of prioritising our children’s
success, not just academically, but socially, emotionally and physically.

You can read all about our last ten years, including each school’s individual achievements
throughout the years, below.

We’re delighted to share our CET Ten
Year Impact Report, marking a decade
of growth, innovation, and
collaboration.

Over the past ten years, we’ve
achieved incredible milestones - thanks
to our wonderful staff, students,
families, governance, partners and
local communities.

CET Ten Year Impact Report

Our mission is clear: to move from good to great, striving for excellence every day, for every
child, while keeping inclusion and the joy of childhood at the heart of all we do. 

Please do read the report to see the highlights, stories, and results 
that  define our journey so far. Here’s to the next 10 years!

https://www.cumbriaeducationtrust.org/ten-year-impact-report/
https://www.cumbriaeducationtrust.org/2025/10/06/cumbria-education-trust-10-years-of-impact/
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What an incredible night of celebration at the Golden Apple
Awards! We’re thrilled to announce that CET took home FOUR
awards - including both Best School awards!

Best Primary School – Longtown Primary School
Best Secondary School – William Howard School
Best Support Staff – Andy Smith, The Whitehaven Academy
Best Early Years Provider – Carla Taylor, Petteril Bank School.

Congratulations to you all!

CET@10

CET NEWS
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Golden Apple Award Winners!

We proudly marked ten years of educational excellence
with our special celebration, CET@10, held at The Garden
at Eden. The event recognised the journey of each school
and the impact the Trust has had on pupils, families, and
communities across Cumbria.

CET@10 showcased this decade of achievement and
innovation, with a programme that placed students firmly
at the heart of the celebration. The evening began with a
performance by William Howard School’s orchestra,
welcoming over 300 guests – including award-winning
pupils, their families, staff, governors, key partners, and
local dignitaries. Expertly compèred by four Sixth Form
students, the event unfolded through a lively and inspiring
programme.

The centrepiece of the evening was ‘The CET Journey’ –
with four pupils from each school sharing their personal
stories of growth, opportunity, and community impact.
Each school also contributed a decorated tile representing
its identity, which was proudly showcased on stage.

You can read the full write-up about 
the evening, and view all of the event 
photographs, below.

https://www.cumbriaeducationtrust.org/2025/10/08/cetat10/
https://www.facebook.com/CumbriaEducationTrust/posts/pfbid06WsPzCQd6ue2wanf7xm5kuzv1h3FFuZ1RVfdpgSen98HD3jexHDAb7w5QGZ8L73zl
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We are delighted to announce that Des Bird, Director of
Secondary Improvement, has been appointed as a Regional
Advisor for Regional Improvement for Standards and Excellence
(RISE) – Behaviour and Attendance.

RISE advisers will engage with identified schools to consider their
specific improvement needs, based on the findings of their Ofsted
inspections. They will also offer a wider, universal service to help
all schools to improve, especially by promoting collaboration and
sharing learnings. RISE teams will signpost schools to best
practice, encourage peer-to-peer support, and bring schools
together to share their knowledge and the ways they are
overcoming challenges. 

Workington Academy has also been named as a Lead School in
this project, due to their success rate in raising attendance and
improving behaviour. 
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Regional Improvement for Standards and Excellence (RISE) 

We’re so proud of Sasha McCourt, who has achieved a Distinction
in her Level 3 Teaching Assistant apprenticeship with System
People Apprenticeships! 

Sasha has been completing her apprenticeship at Northside
Primary School. Systems People commented, “This fantastic result
reflects all her hard work, care and dedication to the children she
supports every day.”

A huge well done, Sasha - what an amazing achievement! 

Amazing Apprenticeship Achievement

We have further strengthened our partnership with the University
of Cumbria (UoC), as Lorrayne Hughes, Chief Executive, takes the
role of Professor of Practice. 

The Professor of Practice role will involve working with staff and
students to enhance the curriculum, experience and environment
that the university provides to its students.

This is another major step in CET’s efforts to collaborate widely
across Cumbria for the benefit of the whole community. 

Professor of Practice at University of Cumbria 
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APPLY NOW

FIND OUT MORE

Qualify as a primary or secondary teacher in 12 months

Minimum £30,000 starting salary once qualified

Bursaries available in select subjects

A new Safe Space has officially opened at
Longtown Primary School, providing pupils
with a calm, comforting environment
where they can reflect, regulate, and feel
supported.

The Safe Space was created as part of
Cumbria Education Trust’s ongoing
commitment to supporting emotional
wellbeing and positive mental health. It
offers pupils a peaceful area to talk, share
their feelings, or simply spend time
grounding themselves through calming
activities and sensory resources.
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New Safe Space Welcome to our new ITT cohort!
A new academic year brings a fresh cohort
of Initial Teacher Training (ITT) trainees to
both CET schools and local partner schools.

The trainees began their ITT journey with a
comprehensive five-day induction
programme, designed to provide a strong
foundation for a successful teaching career.
The week started with a warm welcome
from Dr Jo Daulby, ITT Lead, and an
overview of the programme. Throughout
the week, trainees participated in a series of
focused teaching clinics, gaining practical
insights and hands-on experience.

We are proud to partner with Ambition Institute, to deliver an
exceptional Initial Teacher Training (ITT) provision across Cumbria.
Transform your future and the lives of young people with expert-led, in-
school teacher training.

Would you make an inspiring teacher?

I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my time with CET so far. It’s brilliant to see that the whole team are so
passionate about what they do day to day. My induction last week provided a valuable
foundation for my teacher training journey where I engaged in insightful conferences on
inclusive practice, managing behaviour and starting the lesson. I’m looking forward to the
year ahead and the opportunities that come with it!”
 - Elliott, current ITT trainee

https://www.cumbriaeducationtrust.org/2025/10/17/a-special-space-for-reflection-and-wellbeing
https://www.cumbriaeducationtrust.org/2025/09/11/welcome-to-our-itt-trainee-teachers-2025-2026/
https://ambitionorg.my.site.com/ITT/s/login/SelfRegister?region=&deliveryPartner=Cumbria%20Education%20Trust&logo=&utm_source=Cumbria%20&utm_content=Reg%20form&utm_campaign=teachertraining_launchmay23
https://www.cumbriaeducationtrust.org/traintoteach/
https://www.longtownprimary.cumbria.sch.uk/
https://www.cumbriaeducationtrust.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CumbriaEducationTrust
https://www.instagram.com/cumbriaeducationtrust/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/18051887


Cumberland Council 
Reception registration

Westmorland and Furness Council
Reception registration

Cumberland Council 
Year 7 registration

Westmorland and Furness Council
Year 7 registration

CET School Admissions help

Primary School Admissions

If your child is due to start Reception in September 2026, you must apply for a place before
Wednesday 15th January 2026. 

If your child is currently in a nursery at the school you wish them to attend at Reception age,
you still have to register for a place as this is not an automatic application. 
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For schools in the Westmorland and Furness
Council catchment, you can register below:

For schools in the Cumberland Council
catchment, you can register below:

Secondary School Admissions

If your child is due to start Year 7 in September 2026, you must apply for a place before
Friday 31st October 2025. 

For schools in the Westmorland and Furness
Council catchment, you can register below:

For schools in the Cumberland Council
catchment, you can register below:

Admissions Assistance

If you cannot apply online or would like support with your application, you can reach out to
your school and the friendly team will help you complete your form. 

You can find each of our school’s admissions information below. 

ADMISSIONS ARE NOW OPEN

https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-school-place-or-change-schools/apply-reception-place
https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-school-place-or-change-schools/apply-reception-place
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https://www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-school-place-or-change-schools/apply-secondary-school-place
https://www.cumbriaeducationtrust.org/school-admissions/
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SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS Below are a few key highlights from each school this
half term. Click on their logo to visit their website.

OUR PRIMARY SCHOOLS

MP JULIE
MINNS VISIT

FANTASTIC
FOOTBALLING

NATIONAL
POETRY DAY

CASH FOR
KIDS DISCO

READER
LEADERS

HELLO
YELLOW

LIBRARY
BOOK BUS

SPONSORED
WALK/RUN

BEST EARLY
YEARS AWARD

MINISTRY OF
MAGIC

INCREDIBLE
OFSTED

WINDERMERE
TRIP

LAKELAND
ADVENTURE

HARVEST
FESTIVAL

SPORTS
LEADERS

MUDDY
MORNING

FRENCH FINGER
PUPPETS

CARE HOME
VISIT

BEST PRIMARY
SCHOOL!

NEW SAFE
SPACE
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Our schools participated in Macmillan’s World
Biggest Coffee Morning, on 26  September. th

From welcoming parents in for coffee and cake
to bakes sales, our schools raised a
phenomenal £4,325.33 for this fantastic charity. 
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The Governance team have had a busy start to the new academic year. 

Welcome 

We welcome the following new Trustee and Local Advisory Board (LAB) members to CET:
Ray Olive, Trustee 
Jamie Absalom, LAB member - Yewdale Primary School 
Mosunmoluwa Adio, Parent LAB member - Caldew Lea Primary School 
Jessica Bryson, Parent LAB member - Newtown Primary School 
Anna-Louise Parr, Staff LAB member - Northside Primary School 
Elaine Simpson, LAB member - Hensingham Primary School 

Thank You

We send thanks and best wishes to David Helliwell, whose term of office has ended as LAB
Chair at Longtown Primary School. Thank you to David for his support and commitment
over the last four years at the school and CET, and for his valuable support with the recent
Ofsted inspection.
Thank you and good wishes to Anne Ferguson, LAB Chair at Petteril Bank School, who
stepped down over the summer - thanks to Anne for all her help and support at the school
over the past couple of years.
Finally, thanks go to Sarah Threlkeld-Brown, William Howard School LAB member who
stepped down over the summer.

Governance News

Various LAB members, Members and Trustees attended our CET@10 event last month. George
Beveridge, Chair of the Trust Board, and Nick Polmear, Chair of Members, both spoke at the
event.

Finally, two of our new schools, Stramongate Primary School and Castle Park School had their
first Local Advisory Board meetings this month, made up of existing governors and new
members. It was great to welcome them all to CET and for them to begin their governance
work.

Follow us for the
latest school news: Respect | Responsibility | Resilience

GOVERNANCE UPDATE

George Beveridge Nick Polmear Steph Hughes, LAB member

https://www.facebook.com/CumbriaEducationTrust
https://www.instagram.com/cumbriaeducationtrust/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/18051887


OUR CURRENT VACANCIES

We are looking for talented individuals
to join Cumbria Education Trust. 

Explore the roles below and apply today!
Join a forward-thinking trust, full of
growth and excellent professional
development opportunities. 

Can’t find a suitable job right now? 
Join our Talent Pool and be alerted 
as soon as the role you are looking 
for becomes available!

Follow us for the
latest school news: Respect | Responsibility | Resilience

Last day of half term
Friday 24th October 2025

Half term
Monday 27th – Friday 31st October 2025

Autumn term ends
Friday 19th December 2025

At CET, we always want to publicise and celebrate success. 

This includes students, parents, staff... everyone! Whether you are fundraising, have won an
award or you want to raise awareness, we want to hear from you!

Send your news to marketing@cumbriaeducationtrust.org

KEY TERM DATES

SHARE YOUR NEWS

JOIN OUR TEAM

You can view the rest of the key dates for
next year, and each year up until 2028-2029
on our website.

TERM DATES

READ MORE

Volunteering as a school governor offers a rewarding
opportunity to make a significant impact on the education
and development of young people. 

You do not need to have a background in education; we seek
governors from all walks of life. Your unique experience and
perspective can bring valuable insights to a school.

We believe that being a governor is for everyone. Make 
a difference today. 

Join your school’s governance and make a real difference!
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